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The idea of design gradually came to the fore in Industrial Revolution in Eu-
rope. It was in fact one of the fruits of analyzing concepts in the realm of applied
arts. During the past century, the idea of design, as a kind of solution process,
has turned into one of the foundations of applied arts. Likewise, writing as a tool
for communication is a functional phenomenon. In this respect, calligraphy is
by its very nature functions as a medium. Notwithstanding, since calligraphy,
as an art, is meant to convey a message and different considerations must be
respected, design plays a major role in this regard. Persian calligraphy, as a
systematic writing system, has a rich potential to represent innovative aspects
of design process. Accordingly, the present research aimed to discover modern
aspects in this authentic traditional art. The research problem addressed here
is discovering the creative aspects of calligraphy interacting with each other,
namely the design of movements of the letters and the design of a measurement
unit in calligraphy. The extent to which these two aspects can be defined by
the design process has been dealt with in this study. In this respect, two works
are particularly noteworthy: The book entitled Typography, by Farshi Mesghali
(2011) deals with the importance of the Persian calligraphic dot to measure the
dimensions of the letters in Persian calligraphy. Likewise, in an article enti-
tled a reflection on certain terms in old criticism of Persian calligraphy, Medi
Sahragard has addressed the old terms used in Persian calligraphy based on a
modern look.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is quasi-analytic. The aim is to analyze
and describe Persian calligraphy through stating the principles of design and
traditional calligraphy and then comparing them with visual cases of Persian
calligraphy. To do so, three distinct steps of designing were taken consisting
of statement of problem, statement of limitations and proposing a scientifical-



PAYKAREH

Journal of Shoushtar Art Faculty Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz
Looking for Design in Traditional Persian Calligraphy
Vol 7, No. 13,Spring & Summer 2018 P.37-50

38

ly creative solution, as a yardstick, to compare the design of Persian letters
and that of Persian calligraphy namely design of movements of the letters

and design of a measurement unit in calligraphy.

Results and Discussion

As mentioned in methodology and in distinct steps of design, two old
innovations of traditional Persian calligraphy may be distinguished, name-
ly the system of geometric segmenting based on a base circle and dot-
based measurement as a measurement yardstick (Tables 1 & 2). These two
innovations are compatible with the principles and definitions of design.
These two innovative yardsticks, as applied in calligraphy and typography
as well as fonts, as still effective and workable. The major advantage of this
innovative system is easy application and the presence of an ever-available
yardstick, that is the width of the calligrapher’s pen tip, without the need to

precise measuring tools.

Tablel- Proposing a design to set a system for segmentation and movement

of letters.

First Step Second Step

Third Step

Defining the

problem clearly
(or objective of design)

Identifying limitations and
potentials of design

Proposing innovatively applicable solutions

Easy access; easy applica-
tion; self-sufficiency; easy
calculations; application
of simple tools of drawing
and designing; workabil-
ity in different fonts; six
base lines in this system
can adapt easily to fluid,
non-geometric forms of
the Arabic letters.

Devising a segmen-

tation system to

classify the forms

and movements

of the letters in all
fonts

Considering the Arabic letter alif ('), as a yardstick
to define the form of the letters (probably for the rea-
son it is written easily and for it is very commonly
used); the use of circle, as one of the basic geometric
shapes (a circle with a diameter as long as alif for
other definitions and dividing the diameters of this
circle into smaller segments (picture 3). Dividing the
letters into two general types: right-sided letters (on
the surface) and circular letters (curved) based on the
alif yardstick.
Thus, these two criteria, base circle and alif, function
as baseline for defining different fonts.
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Table 2- Proposing a design to developing a measurement system

First Step

Second Step

Third Step

Defining the

problem clearly
(or objective of design )

Identifying limitations
and potentials of design

Proposing innovatively applicable solutions

Designing a
measurement
unit in calligraphy

The measurement unit
functions as a yardstick
to measure different parts
of a line; easy application;
self-sufficiency; Also it
can be used for six dif-
ferent kinds of fonts with
different widths. It can
be used as a reliable ruler
without the need to addi-
tional tools.

Setting the calligraphic dot as the most important part
in calligraphy; By calligraphic dot we mean a dia-

mond-shaped form which is different from the
common dot used in English letters as, for example,
in letter i or j. The width of a calligraphic dot is as
wide as the width of the pen tip. Nonetheless, what is
actually used as a measurement yardstick in Persian
calligraphy is the diameter of this dot. Here, the main
focus is on the (tip of the) pen as the key tool in cal-
ligraphy. Also, proportions in all pens are considered
as the same.

Conclusion

Persian calligraphy, as an applied tool the aim of which is establishing
communication, has a rich potential to respond to designed forms. Among the
different parts of Persian calligraphy, the two great achievements of Persian
calligraphy, that is, developing a segmentation system in forms of the letters
and developing a measurement system, are clearly in line with the mechanism
and definition of design process. The two mentioned achievements in tradi-
tional calligraphy can be defined and addressed in the framework of design.
This may give a better understanding of the issue of Persian calligraphy lead-
ing to discovering still more potentials of it.
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