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The objective of the present research was to examine how urban visual arts
impact on the viewers so that the effective factors involved could be identi-
fied and analyzed. In this respect, the works represented in the Anniversary
of Baharestan Urban Arts, Tehran, 2016, as a case study, were examined.
Accordingly, the main question was that how the works represented in this
anniversary could impact on the viewers. In this connection, Salman Vahdat
(2016) examined how urban visual arts could attract people to the public
spaces mainly by focusing on urban graphics. In the research reported by
Narsis Sohrabi (2017), entitled Public Art: Place Making or Focus on Values
(Case Study: Vali-Asr Street, Tehran), the extent of the public participation
has been examined. Notwithstanding, apparently concerning the impact of
urban visual art on the viewers residing in Tehran no study has been con-
ducted so far.
Methodology

The methodology of this research is descriptive-analytic and the data
were collected from library sources. Here, the works represented in the An-
niversary of Baharestan Urban Arts, Tehran, 2016 were examined from four
distinct approaches namely cultural, symbolic, interactive and environmen-
tal. Then, the approaches were analyzed based on formal, social, cultural and
environmental factors and the results were reported.

Anniversary of Baharestan Urban Arts, Tehran, 2016

Anniversary of Baharestan is one of the cultural plans of Tehran Musi-
cality held to encourage national occasions and support artists, designers,
sculptors, etc. This artistic event is the continuation of other artistic bien-
nials, held by Tehran Musicality since 2006, in different fields like urban
furniture, urban sculptures, environmental art as well as interactive art. The
general aim has been improving the quality of the public spaces through
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representing artistically innovative works. Such activities resumed more co-
herently since 2015. Professional and non-professional artists (in 6 different
fields namely sculpture, environmental arts, graphics, artistic arrangement,
murals and decorating Nowrooz eggs) were called to represent their works
for the coming Nowrooz of 2016.

Certain works were represented permanently and certain temporarily. The
works represented, with cultural, symbolic conceptual and environmental
approaches, dealt both with traditional and modern issues. Each of these ap-
proaches were, in a sense, a response to environmental considerations, im-
proving the quality of urban spaces, encouraging the people to walk as well
as respecting the traditional arts (Table 1).

Results and Discussion

Urban arts, including the artworks shown in the Anniversary of Baha-
restan Urban Arts, Tehran, 2016, have their own features the most salient of
which are as follows:

1- Such works may be represented permanently or temporarily.

2- Performers are professional artists or civilians.

3- The costs for such activities are paid by public and/or private sectors or
NGOs (Sturley, 2010:2).

Advantages

1- Improving the social interactions of the civilians in social environments.

2- Giving identity to places through personifying forms and the relation-
ships among different parts (Pakzad, 2004).

3- Creating challenges through posing questions in the viewers’ mind.

4- Improving the image of city by preserving the cultural models (Reme-
sar, 2005:121).

5- Creating unity among different urban parts and, at the same time, pre-
serving the urban integrity.

6- Respecting environmental elements and using locally available materials.

7- Improving the visual quality of cities and urban beautification.

Conclusion

The works shown in in the Anniversary of Baharestan Urban Arts are in
line with the urban artistic indexes and enjoy the three features mentioned
earlier. Given that awareness and conceptualization of the viewers are the
most important items with respect to urban artistic considerations, it seems
that the Anniversary of Baharestan Urban Arts has been successful in inter-
acting with the viewer both by emphasizing on aesthetic aspects and depict-
ing cultural and social themes.
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Table 1. Analysis of works according to urban art indicators.
Source: authors

The Case Study

Formal Factor

Social Factor

Cultural Factor

Environmental Factor

Decorative approach,
with cultural theme

Picture 1

* Visually under-
standable effects
* free expression
and assertive
representation

*Easily
Understandable by
the viewers

*Respecting cul-
tural patterns
*Taking into
account color and
texture

* Harmony of
form and content
*Reviving cultural
themes

* Taking into account
vision field

*Using locally available
materials in the works.

The Case Study

Formal Factor

Social Factor

Cultural Factor

Environmental Factor

[ Symbolic proac_hJ

Picture 2

* Visually under-
standable effects
* Free expression
and combined
performance
*using various
materials

* Evoking questions
* Respecting uni-
versally accepted
symbolic concepts
*Respecting social
considerations

*Harmony of
color and form
with content

* Respecting vision
field

* Adaptation to scales
and environmental
elements

The Case Study

Formal Factor

Social Factor

Cultural Factor

Environmental Factor

Interactive approach

igg T Bl

Picture 3

*using various
materials

*Free expression
*Immediate un-
derstandability

* Variety in
visual, formal and
color elements

* Involvement of the
viewer in the work

* Respecting social
distance

* Universally accept-
ed social identity

*Harmony of form
with content
*media role in
reviving cultural
themes

* Adaptation to scales
and environmental
elements

* Respecting vision
field

*harmony between the
idea with environmental
elements

The Case Study

Formal Factor

Social Factor

Cultural Factor

Environmental Factor

Environmental
approach

Picture 4

Formal factor

* Visually under-
standable effects
* Free expression
and combined
performance
*using various
materials

Social factor

* Evoking questions
* Respecting uni-
versally accepted
symbolic concepts
*Respecting social
considerations

Cultural Factor
*Harmony of
color and form
with content

Environmental factor
* Respecting vision
field

* Adaptation to scales
and environmental
elements
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