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Introduction

Chandelier is one of the illumination devices used as hanging from the ceil- Keyword:
ing. Unlike other illumination devices, which are used merely to illuminate the gﬁlgéf:r
surrounding environment, chandeliers are rooted in religious beliefs and hence  decorations
they are usually used in religious places. The present research aimed at study- Museum of Hazrat Masou-
. . . . meh (pbuh) Shrine
ing the golden chandeliers of Qajar era kept in Museum of Hazrat Masoumeh
(pbuh) Shrine in terms of aesthetics, structure, color, decoration and design.
Why various ornate chandeliers have been used in the Museum is the research
question of this study. Ali Asghar Daraie (1998), Nazeleh Rahmani (2001) and
Mahnaz Shayestehfar (2002) studied mirror chandeliers in terms of function
and illumination. In this study, however, several gold-inlaid chandeliers in Mu-
seum of Hazrat Masoumeh (pbuh) Shrine were studied in terms of aesthetic
considerations.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is analytic. Three cases of Chandeliers of
the Museum of Hazrat Masoumeh (pbuh) Shrine, one copper chandelier, one
gold-inlaid chandelier and one enameled, gold-inlaid chandelier, were exam-
ined in terms of aesthetic aspects and their features were compared to each
other.

Findings and Discussion
Copper Chandelier (No 1017)

This chandelier, gold-coated and incrustrated with precious gems, has a
spherical middle body. Also, it has 28 vertical facets coated with pure gold
and incrustrated symmetrically with precious stones such as diamond, ruby and
emerald. The upper part has four inscriptions in enameled Nastaliq along with
colorful arabesques and two poetic verses each of which has two hemistiches.
The number of all stones used is nearly 5 times as many as the ruby stones;
the number of diamond stones is 5 times as many as the garnet stones and the
number of diamond, ruby, garnet and diamond stones is in sum as many as
all he incrustrated pearls. The mathematical proportion followed, in terms of
the number of precious stones used and the proportion of the number of ruby
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stones to diamond stones as well as that of diamond stones to garnet has been
so admirably calculated that even without sufficient light, the chandelier shows
a brilliant illumination. The number 5 in this chandelier represents a symbolic
concept favored by its maker.

Picture 1
Golden Chandelier (No 1017)
Photographer: Amir Hesaminejad

Picture 2
Gem-Incrustrated Golden chandelier (No 1018)
Source: The authors

Picture 3
Enameled Golden Chandelier No 1019)
Source: The authors

Gold Chandelier (No 1018)

This chandelier, incrustrated with precious gems, is composed of three parts:
The middle part has five raised medallions each of which is incrustrated with
a large piece of cut emerald the edge of which is decorated with 10 pieces of
small ruby. The upper and lower parts, connected to each other by the middle
part, are flaring in shape with lobed edges. The sentence [This chandelier] was
dedicated to Hazrat Masoumeh (pbuh) (23} 4« a2 & pas 885 in Persian) has
been engraved on the lower part in Nastaliq. The inward wall of this chandelier
is made of copper. Also, the middle body has been decorated with two rows of
repetitive herbal patterns and two raised circles. The delicate wall of the chan-
delier has made it curved in certain spots in the course of time. Aesthetically, the
glitter of light doubles the beauty and brilliance of the chandelier.

Enameled Chandelier (No 1019)

The ratio 2:1 has been respected in all parts of the chandelier even for the
chandelier chain. The chandelier has been adorned with enameled motifs of
colorful flowers and leaves (green, blue and red). The upper and lower parts,
both connected to the spherical middle part, are flaring in shape. Also, the upper
and lower parts have 6 equidistant decorated sides. The chandelier has 5 copper
chain strands all of which are connected to a medallion silver amulet. Different
numbers can be seen on the amulet. The ratio 2:1 has been respected for the
chains. In certain parts the enamel has been chipped away and the color has
been peeled off. Aesthetically, not only the individual parts of the chandelier
are independently appreciable but the chandelier itself, as a whole, seems to
be a novel experience in painting and metalwork. Light, shade and color have
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been intriguingly tied in with each other. In the presence of brilliance of light,
not only the colors have not become lackluster but become more animated. The
chandelier has applied lighter colors for the middle part apparently to give the
middle part a degree of opaqueness.

Conclusion

Chandeliers which in essence are related explicitly with light and implic-
itly with divinity, have been made in different sizes, designs, decorations and
motifs. It seems that the makers of such chandeliers have tried to increase the
brilliance of them, both visually and spiritually, by adding precious glittering
stones. Therefore, proportions and ratios have been precisely respected. Even
in those parts where no emerald or ruby stones have not been used, the arrange-
ment and combination of colors and enamel work has been conducted so skill-
fully that splendor and attraction of the work has doubled.
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