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Introduction

In the process of creating and presenting artworks, the economy of art has Keyword:
been always a challenging issue. In this respect, some advocate the idea of mar- Zﬁofggzsgism
keting artworks which is more commonly known as art expos. Playing the role expo
of the link between artists and clients (or patrons), art auctions both give credit ~Tehran Art Expo
to the quality of the artworks presented and make sure the clients of buying an
artistically valuable artwork. In this regard, Tehran Art Expo is one of the best in
Iran. Nevertheless, the extent to which Tehran Art Expo has had any impact on
the Iranian artists is an issue which has not been studied in detail. In fact, what
impact have the art auctions had on the Iranian artist and to what extent have
they been motivated by holding national art expos are the main questions of the
present study. Moridi and his colleagues (2009) showed in a research entitled
the effective factors on the price of paintings presented in Tehran Art Galleries
that, in terms of prices of the artworks being influenced, there is a significant
relationship between aesthetic factors (such as style, technique, visual effects,
etc.) and non-aesthetic factors (such as painters’ age and gender and the phys-
ical specifications of the artwork like size and the likes). Similarly, Ebrahimi
and his colleagues (2015) in an investigation entitled the art economy and the
weak points of Tehran Art Expo concluded that holding art expos, galleries and
auctions helps the promotion of art economy considerably. Likewise, in a study
entitled the influence of economy, culture and art on the Iranian contemporary
paintings, Mobini and his colleagues (2015) showed that Tehran Art Expo’s
focusing on visual arts has attracted investors in this field. Given that in the
mentioned studies the factors motivating the artists, irrespective of the issue
that the amateur artists are able to present their artworks in such expos/galleries/
auctions as well as the artists’ attitude towards the auctions, has not been exam-
ined. The present study aimed to examine the mentioned factors and to inspect
the influence of holding auctions on the art economy.

Methodology

Data were gathered by conducting field studies and were organized by ad-
ministering questionnaires. A sample population active in the field was chosen.
After crossing out the invalid questionnaires, 70 questionnaires remained out of
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75. First, descriptive findings and then inferential findings were examined and
described. Out of 70 respondents, 60 were female and 10 men.

Findings

Tehran Art Expo was established in 2012 as a private institution. Since then,
12 auctions have been held by the Expo. While sixty percent of the respondents
believed that holding such auctions can positively motivate the artists, others held
that the auctions have had no considerable effect on their motivation (diagram 1).

Concerning the possibility of participation of armature artists in the auctions,
61.25 percent of the respondents believed that it is almost impossible for arma-
ture artists to take part in the auctions. However, 38.75 percent of the respond-
ents held that it is also possible for armature artists to take part in the auctions
(diagram 2).

Meanwhile, 58.75 percent of the respondents had a positive attitude to hold-
ing the auctions and 41.25 percent had not (diagram 3).

Conclusion

The results indicated that holding auctions have a positive impact on the
artists’ motivation. However, concerning the possibility of participation of ar-
mature artists in the auctions, 61.25 of the artists believed that there is no such
a possibility. Likewise, 58.75 percent of the artists had a positive attitude to
holding the auctions.
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