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Introduction

During the Islamic era, carpet designers, influenced by the aesthetics of this
religion, opted for the designs and patterns reflecting the Islamic concept of
spirituality and monotheism. One of the oldest patterns that have been used in
such designs is star shape, which has been applied in different forms in most of
the Islamic artworks. This symbol is also of historical significance since it was
used in different places, especially Iran, even in the pre-Islamic eras in order to
convey particular concepts. The frequent use of star figure in the backgrounds,
margins, medallions, and corners of different types of carpets in the Islamic era
underscore the importance of investigating this pattern from aesthetic and sym-
bolic points of view. The present study aimed to identify the various types of
star patterns and examine their position in the Islamic carpets through investi-
gating the carpets entailing this shape. In other words, this research was targeted
toward determining the symbolic significance of star pattern in Islamic carpets
and the manner of its utilization. This research sought to create awareness re-
garding the symbolic elements used in the Iranian carpet. One of the sources
that has dealt with this topic is a book titled Kilim (Hall & Vivoska, 1998),
according to which the star is generally a sign of happiness. Eight-pointed stars
are most often observed in the Anatolian rugs due to technical principles and
limitations. In a book entitled ‘Masterpieces of Fars Rugs’ (1996), Syrus Par-
ham writes that stars, especially the eight-pointed star, plays a major role in the
carpets produced in Fars.

Methodology

This library research was conducted on 10 carpets, namely “Seljukian”,
“Usak”, “Mamluk (Egypt)”, “Heris”, “Fars”, “Sheikh Safi al-Din”, “prayer
rug” (mihrab design), “Holbein”, and “Crivelli” carpets, and also “Khorasan
Kurdish kilims”. The obtained data were analyzed using descriptive and ana-
lytical methods.

Findings
The star is one of the most prevalent pattern in the traditional Iranian
arts and has been applied in different forms in a variety of artworks. One of
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these arts is the handmade carpet art-industry that has made frequent use of
this shape since pre-Islamic eras. During each art period, the star pattern has
carried various symbolic meanings, the best form of which occurred in the
Islamic era. In this era, the use of human and occasionally animal figures
in the visual arts was abolished and replaced by meandering plant patterns,
geometric shapes, and astronomical objects. The beautiful star shape, one of
these emerging new patterns, was used in various forms, such as five-pointed,
eight-pointed, and ten-pointed star, as well as Shamseh, each of which has a
distinct symbolic significance. For instance, the five-pointed star symbolizes
Ahl al-Kisa, the five Ulul-‘Azm prophets, and the five pillars of Islam. Simi-
larly, the eight-pointed star is a symbol of the sun in various cultures; however,
it represents eight heavens and the eighth Imam (i.e., Imam Reza) in Islam and
among Shia Muslims, respectively. Furthermore, Shamseh is also a symbol of
the divinity and unity of God. Moreover, the twelve-pointed Shamseh, which
plays a very important role in the art of the Islamic era, especially in Iran,
symbolizes the twelve Imams of the Shia Muslims, besides being an astro-
nomical symbol.

Examples of carpet designs with star pattern

1- Usak carpets: In the 17th century and under the influence of Iranian car-
pets, the Ottomans established a new design for their carpets featuring mihrab
patterns and astral frames that was applied in most of the Usak carpets (Spu-
hler, 1978: 47).(Picturel)

2- Sheikh Safi al-Din Carpet: This carpet’s medallion is designed in the
form of a sixteen-pointed Shamseh with sixteen almond-shaped pendants.
(Picture2)

Picture 1
Usak carpet in the 16th century
source: www.turkishculture.org

Picture 2
Sheikh Safi al-Din carpet
source: Bassam et al. 2004: 38

Results

The star pattern, used in the art of carpet weaving, is the source of one of
the most original forms of symbolic and mystical art. The artists have made
use of the form of the star and its harmony with the design of the carpet to



PAYKAREH

Journal of Art Faculty Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz
Symbolic significance of star pattern in Islamic carpets
Vol. 8, No. 15, Spring 2019, P. 62 - 77

64

decorate it through repetitive use of this pattern with regard to the aesthetic
principles of the Islamic art while preserving the symbolic meanings of this
figure. The star shape is deemed beautiful from both visual (in terms of equi-
librium, balance, rhythm, and harmony) and spiritual points of view. Such
remarkable usage of the star in carpets has not been merely for decoration.
In this regard, this figure denotes sublime purposes and concepts and besides
giving aesthetic pleasure.
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